ENVS 10

Fall 2015

Aug 29 Fall 2015 Environmental Studies 10 Section 1

T Th 12:00 – 1:15, Mendocino Hall 3013

Instructor
 Dr. Michelle Stevens
Office

555B Amador Hall
Office Hrs
T :3:30 - 4:30 pm,  Wed 2:00 -4:00pm Or by appointment
Email
stevensm@csus.edu

Cell Phone 
916-765-7397 (important Issues Only)

Env Studies Office
 278-6620

Teaching Assistant: Hunter Watkins



TA Office Hours Tues 2:00-3:00


TA Email: hunterwatkins@csus.edu





TA Telephone: 916-778-7472



Note: I have a service dog named Luna. She is usually in my office and sometimes I bring her to class. . If you are uncomfortable for any reason being around dogs, let me know and I will meet with you outside my office.
Required Text
Wright, Richard T. and  Dorothy F. Boorse.  Environmental Science: Toward a Sustainable Future.  12th  Edition.  Pearson Education Inc. with Mastering Environmental Studies
ACCESS CODE MESSTEVENS 26712

For access Google Mastering Environmental Science

http://www.pearsonmylabandmastering.com/northamerica/masteringenvironmentalscience/

Course Description
This survey course looks at the earth as an ecosystem composed of biological, chemical, and physical systems. The focus is on the interaction of these systems with each other and with human population, technology, and production. The student should acquire the fundamentals of a scientific understanding of the ecological implications of human activities. Specific topics treated within the context of ecosystem analysis include energy flows, nutrient cycles, pollution, resource use, climate changes, species diversity, and population dynamics. By understanding these issues, we hope students can begin to develop a personal environmental ethic and envision their role and responsibility in ensuring a healthy sustainable future for themselves and all living things.

On Line Class Participation
There are two types of on line participation in this class. One is through the Mastering Environmental Studies Program and the other is through Sac CT. 

· Mastering Environmental Studies on-line homeworks are designed to take approximately one hour per assignment, and have fixed deadlines – both date and time. They will not be changed, ever.
· Sac CT or Blackboard on-line information  is critical for your success in class. I will post announcement, lectures, homeworks, your grades on gradebook, etc. This is essential for the class!  Assignment numeric scores are recorded on SacCT Grade Book. Click on the My Grades link on the left navigation to view your points. Mastering Environmental Studies grades will be recorded separately and added at the end of the course. If there is a mistake, you are welcome to courteously ask me about it and I am happy to rectify if a mistake has been made.
Secret to Success - Build Rapport and Build Community
If you find that you have any trouble keeping up with assignments or other aspects of the course, make sure you let me  know as early as possible. Please come to office hours or email me at stevensm@csus.edu,, I am here to help you as best I can. As you will find, building rapport and effective relationships are key to becoming an effective professional. Make sure that you are proactive in informing me if difficulties arise during the semester so that I can help you find a solution
Teaching Philosophy
In this class you will experience different personality; ways of thinking and expressing yourself; different backgrounds, cultures and ideas. All of your ways of being are embraced in my class, and evaluated through critical thinking skill development. Many of you love to play video games and are linear thinkers. This is particularly true if you are an engineer or engage in quantitative analyses as part of your major. Consider the differences between Powerpoint  and  Prezzi. Linear thinkers are analogous to  Powerpoint. I am more similar to Prezzi. I will pull a lot of different ideas together in a circular way of thinking and integrate them all at the end. Some of you will have this same thinking style. Be aware that if you lose the thread of my lecture or argument, you are welcome to ask for clarification. Also be aware that I encourage and enjoy alternative points of view, and different ways of expressing and experiencing the world. We’ll look at this in class, it should be fun!
Important Dates 
· Class Begins 






Sept 1
· Happy Thanksgiving – No Class




Nov 24
· Final
ENVS 10





Tues Dec 15 12:45-2:45
G. Class Requirements

1)  Mastering Environmental Science  (MES)-  Homework from Mastering Environmental Science are  on-line at the date and time specified. All assignments must be submitted on line by 11:50 pm of the day they are assigned on the syllabus.  In the syllabus, MES indicates Mastering Environmental Science Homework Assignments including MES virtual field trips. Assignments are available two weeks before the due date. There will not be an opportunity to make these up once the deadline has passed. 
30% Grade

2)  Environmental change Project: You will be given a list of options to create a personal Environmental Change during the semester.  The assignment will be given out the first day of class. By the first week of class you select your project. Each week you will make one entry and comment on two other peoples entry under Discussion on Sac CT . These are noted as Blog #1 etc. on Thursday of each week. The final environmental change reflective assignment in due in class on December 10. 
 10% Grades 

3) BIODIVERSITY PAPER – You will be assigned a paper on biodiversity/ conservation and will be required to use scientific peer-reviewed and/ or government sources.  The content and structure will be reviewed in class, with explicit instructions and library assistance. You are required to turn in a draft, peer review another students paper, and then incorporate edits into your final paper. 
 10% Grade
4) SAN FRANCISCO BAY DELTA DEBATE. You will be assigned a team to represent one aspect of the contemporary Ca water crises and proposed Bay Delta Tunnels. This project involves researching a contemporary environmental controversy, presenting different perspectives, and considering various solutions to the water supply and ecosystem crises. Attendance is mandatory. 

5% Grade
5)  AGRICULTURE OR RENEWABLE ENERGY PRESENTATION AND PAPER – Each student will be part of a group to complete a homework assignment and class presentation on either Agriculture or Renewable energy. Topics include genetically  modified organisms, organic food, confined animal feeding operations, wind energy, solar energy, LEAD buildings, etc. There will be 15 GROUPs in class, and you will choose your topic and time of presentation as a group in the first two weeks of class. The information will also be written individually in a paper to be turned in. 10% Grade (5% paper and 5% Group Presentation.
6)  Midterm and final Exams– There will be a cumulative midterm: the final exam will primarily cover material from the second half of the class.  




    
 20% Grade 
7)     Class participation and attendance – Class attendance, being on time are required and not leaving early are required. Attendance and participation are critical to your course grade. 
 10% Grade
8)   Community Service Assignment:  You will participate in one community service assignment. I will set up “fun days” for the class to participate. One will be helping with a restoration project on the American River, and one will be the American River Clean-Up. 



5% Grade
 Extra Credit opportunities will be available through the semester. 
Grading scale:  The grading scale for final grades is as follows: A = (92-100%), A- =(91-90), B+ =(88-89%), B = (82-87%), B- =(81-80%), C+ = (78-79%), C = (72-77%), C- = (70-71%), D+ = (68-69%), D = (62-67%), D- = (60-61%), < 60 = F.

Class Schedule 

Final Note: Information contained in the syllabus is subject to possible modification. Any changes will be announced in advance in class.  It is your responsibility to be aware of these changes. 

	DATE
	`
	Reading
	Assignment

	Sept 1
	Introduction
	
	

	Sept 3
	Chapter 1 – Introductory lecture

Environmental Change Project Handed Out
	Read Chapter 1
	* MES HW  Intr to Mastering 

*MES  HW Ch 1

	Sept 8
	Climate Change
	Ch 18, Climate Change

Pages 449-461
	· *Env Ch Project Selected, turned in on paper to professor for approval

	Sept 10
	Climate Change
	Ch 18, Climate Change

Pages 449-470
	*Blog1 – Env Ch Project

	Sept 15
	Climate Change
	Ch 18, Climate Change

 pp 471-480
	*MES HW  Ch 18 part 1 

· 

	Sept 17
	Sustainability Discussion from Joey Martinez, campus recycling coordinator
	
	*MES  HW  Ch 18 HW#2 *Blog2 – Env Ch Project

	Sept 22
	 Intro to Biodiversity

Movie: Green Fire
Biodiversity Paper Handed Out
	Ch 4 Populations and Communities
	*MES HW  Ch 4 

*Notes from Presentation

· 

	Sept 24
	Chapter 5 Ecosystems: Energy, Patterns and Disturbance 

	Ch 5 Ecosystems: Energy, Patterns and Disturbance Especially Section 5.3, 5.4, 5.5
	* MES HW  Ch 5
*Blog 3 – Env Ch Project
*Turn in notes from Green Fire movie

	Sept 29
	Chapter 6  Biodiversity
	Ch 6  Wild Species and Biodiversity
	· *MES HW Ch 6 

	October 1
	½ Class Library
½ Class Discussion - Biodiversity
	½ Class Library 2024
Your day in Library go directly to the quiz here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BKPLJ93 

 Go to the Tutorial here:  http://csus.libguides.com/Envs10_Stevens

	*Blog 4 – Env Ch Project

	October 6
	½ Class Library

½ Class Discussion - Biodiversity
	½ Class Library 2024
	

	Oct 8
	Chapter 7

Midterm Review 
	Ch 7, The Use and Restoration of Ecosystems
	· *MES HW Ch 7
*Blog 5 – Env Ch Project
*Draft Biodiversity Paper Due for Peer Review

	Oct 13
	MIDTERM
	
	· 

	Oct 15
	Ch 8 – Human Population s
	Ch 8 The Human Population
	· *MES HW Ch 8
*Blog 6 – Env Ch Project

	Oct 20
	Ch 8 & 9, Discussion Human Populations and Carbon Footprint
	Ch 9 Population and Development
	*MES HW Ch 9

· *Students turn in Carbon footprint
· *Final Biodiversity Paper Due

	Oct 22
	Ch 10 - Water and the Hydrologic Cycle

Delta Debate Assignment Handed Out
	Ch 10 Hydrology
	· *MES HW Ch 10 

· **MES HW Field Trip 1 Water

· *Blog 7 – Env Ch Project

	Oct 27
	Delta Debate –  Mandatory
	Delta Debate – You will participate as part of your Group. There will be 14-15 groups in class.
	· *Bring in questions/ answers for Delta Jeopardy

	Oct 29
	Debate Review- Mandatory
	Delta Debate
	*Blog 8 – Env Ch Project

	Nov 3
	*Finish Delta Debate


	Ch 20 Water Pollution
	*Final Delta Debate Assignment Due *MES HW Ch 20
· *MES Field Trip 4 Water Treatment

	Nov 5
	Ch 12 Production and Distribution of Food

* Sustainable Food Production Group Assignment
	Ch 12 Production and Distribution of Food
	· *MES HW  Ch 12 *MES  Field Trip 2 Production of Food

*Blog 9 – Env Ch Project

	Nov 10
	Food Security - Fair Trade, Organic, Genetically Modified Foods
	Sustainable Agriculture Group Presentations 
	

	Nov 12
	Animals and Food
	Sustainable Agriculture Group Presentations
	*Blog 10 – Env Ch Project
* Sustainable Food Production Assignment Due

	Nov 17
	Chapter 19 Atmospheric Pollution and AB 32
Renewable Energy Assignment Handed Out
	Chapter 19 Atmospheric Pollution
	MES HW  Ch 19

	Nov 19
	Ch 14 – Energy from Fossil Fuels: Coal; Natural Gas – Fracking; Crude Oil – Keystone Pipeline
	Ch 14 Fossil Fuels
	*MES HW  Ch 14 Fossil Fuels

**MES HW Field Trip 3 Fossil Fuels
*Blog 11 – Env Ch Project1

	Nov 24
	No Class
	Happy Thanksgiving
	· 

	Dec 3
	Ch 15 - Nuclear Energy

Guest Presentation: Dr. James Reede
	Ch 15 Nuclear Energy
Begin Renewable Energy Presentations
	· *MES HW Ch 15

	Dec 5
	Renewable Energy Presentations 


	Ch 16 Renewable Energy
	*Blog 12 – Env Ch Project1

	Dec 8
	Renewable Energy Presentations 

Review - Final
	Renewable Energy Presentations
	Renewable Energy Assignment DUE

	Dec 10
	Chapter 23 - Environmental Change and Sustainable Communities

	In Class Sharing – Environmental Change
	*MES HW Ch  23
*Final Env Ch Assignment Due
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	FINAL  

	Tues Dec 15 12:45-2:45
	12:45-2:45 pm


· MES = Mastering Environmental Science On Line Homework Due Date
COURSE POLICIES

Sac State's Academic Honesty Policy & Procedures (http://www.csus.edu/umanual/student/STU-0100.htm)
“The principles of truth and honesty are recognized as fundamental to a community of scholars and teachers. California State University, Sacramento expects that both faculty and students will honor these principles, and in so doing, will protect the integrity of academic work and student grades.” 
Definitions
At Sac State, “cheating is the act of obtaining or attempting to obtain credit for academic work through the use of any dishonest, deceptive, or fraudulent means.”

“Plagiarism is a form of cheating. At Sac State, “plagiarism is the use of distinctive ideas or works belonging to another person without providing adequate acknowledgement of that person’s contribution.” Source: Sacramento State University Library

Important Note on Academic Honesty: Students are expected to be familiar with and abide by the CSUS Policy of Academic Honesty. Failure to abide by the policy – i.e. cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty – may result in a failing grade on the assignment or even in the course at the discretion of the professor. Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating and plagiarism, may also be reported to the office of student affairs.

Late Work Policy 

The Mastering Environmental Studies Assignments have a date and time deadline, and no assignments will be accepted. For assignments other than the Mastering Environmental Studies assignments, be sure to pay close attention to deadlines—there will be no makeup assignments or quizzes, or late work accepted, without serious and compelling reasons and prior permission of the instructor. All assignments will be collected at the beginning of class on the day they are due.  Early assignments can be turned in early to my office or mailbox in Amador 555B.  

Disability Information   I am very sensitive to students with diagnosed learning disabilities; please discuss with me privately.  If you have a documented disability and verification from the Office of Services to Students with Disabilities (SSWD), and wish to discuss academic accommodations, please contact your instructor as soon as possible. It is the student’s responsibility to provide documentation of disability to SSWD and meet with a SSWD counselor to request special accommodation before classes start. SSWD is located in Lassen Hall 1008 and can be contacted by phone at (916) 278-6955 (Voice) (916) 278-7239 (TDD only) or via email at sswd@csus.edu.GE Area B-2 Life Forms Student 
Learning Outcomes. Students will be able to: 

•
Explain and apply core ideas and models concerning living systems and life forms, citing critical observations, underlying assumptions and limitations. 

•
 Describe how scientists create explanations of natural phenomena based on the systematic collection of empirical evidence subjected to rigorous testing and/or experimentation. 

•
 Access and evaluate scientific information, including interpreting tables, graphs and equations. 

•
Recognize evidence-based conclusions and form reasoned opinions about science-related matters of personal, public and ethical concern.[image: image1.png]
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